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Ascension of the Lord

IN OUR PARISH

Prayer of Thanksgiving for our Parish
Loving God, we thank you for your strengthening presence in the fellowship
of our congregation. As we celebrate our past and rejoice in our present,
we also look forward with eager eyes to the future. We pray that you would
continue to make your love known among us. Give us a zeal for mission.
Help us to look beyond our walls to those who do not know you.
Make this church a blessing to those around us,
and inspire us to move forward with strength toward what lies ahead. Amen.

,, " To Celebrate Our Parish Feast Day:

2 Join with your fellow parishioners this Sunday as we celebrate the Feast of the
O Xeﬁaqt)elz Ascension of Our Lord and the patronal feast of our parish. Following 10:30
b >4 @R % Mass we will gather for a light lunch in small celebration of the day. There will

also be a drawing for door prizes! What a perfect opportunity to come together
in a spirit of community and share with us on this special occasion.

And...A Celebration to Say Thank You!

Msgr Sean and Fr. Pat are retiring from parish life at the end of August and we would like to
thank them for all that they have given to our parish community. On Sunday June 14™ we will
honour them at a special 10:30 Liturgy followed by a reception outside on the west lawn (or
inside if the weather is inclement). If you can help with the celebration or if you have any
questions please speak with the wardens after Mass, or contact Janet Macklem at 514-933-8202,
or by email janet.macklem@sympatico.ca.

Nepal Earthquake: Support Relief Efforts

There is still time to send donations to Development and Peace ( CCODP) for the victims of the
earthquake in Nepal. The Canadian government will match, dollar for dollar, all of the donations
made by Canadians to support the victims of the earthquake until May 25, 2015. Donations can
also be made by telephone (1 888 664-3387), by sending a cheque made out to Development and
Peace marked “Nepal Earthquake Relief Fund” or online at www.devp.org/donate/nepal

Parish Donations

Did you know that parish donations can be made ONLINE through CanadaHelps. As summer
approaches, this provides a convenient way to support our parish while on vacation. The process
is simple & you receive your Tax e-receipt immediately. Donations may be made using Visa,
MasterCard, American Express, PayPal or Interact. Go to the parish website
(www.ascensionofourlord.ca) and click on the main page button “ EVERY DOLLAR HELPS”

for instructions. Thank you for your generosity.

17th May 2015
REFLECTION

At some early point in our earthly lives we all learn an inescapable law:
“what goes up must come down.” Perhaps it was our childhood
playground that taught us this best - a thrilling pull in our bellies as the
swing catapults toward the ground; a blast of wind in our face as we
rush down the slide; or the exhilarating drop from the highest point of
the teeter-totter.

On today’s Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord, it behooves us to
remember this law. In these final days of the Easter season, we
contemporary disciples of Jesus stand beside his first disciples while they work to make
sense of the new reality in their lives wherein Jesus has “left” them. As described in the
Book of Acts, the disciples are standing heavy-footed, bent-necked, slack-jawed, staring
at the sky - perhaps a sense of despair in their hearts.

How many times have I felt abandoned by Jesus?

How many times have I looked heavenward asking, “What do you want me to do next?!”

We read on in Acts about two white-garmented messengers who ask the disciples, “Why
are you standing there looking at the sky?” They, like the white-washed messengers in
the empty tomb, seem to be saying to me, “What are you doing looking here? Don’t you
remember what he told you about the Spirit?!”

The readings in the last weeks have been oozing with messages about the Spirit. Jesus
has been doing his darndest to prepare us for his rising and for the falling of the Holy
Spirit. “What goes up must come down.”

It is the Spirit that imbues us with the living Jesus beyond the cross, beyond the tomb,
beyond the blank skies above the disciples’ heads at the Ascension. The Jesuit poet
Gerard Manley Hopkins proclaims in his poem “God’s Grandeur”: “the Holy Ghost over
the bent world broods with warm breast and with ah! Bright wings.”

Do we allow ourselves to receive this Spirit into our lives? Jesus certainly asks us to use
the Spirit as fuel to carry on with him the building of the Kingdom of God on earth.

In the Gospel reading today, Jesus gives us a police artist’s sketch to help us identify the
perpetrators of his message of love and forgiveness. They will be recognizable by their
actions. They will fight for justice and peace by driving out the demons of oppression
and hatred. They will learn new ways to proclaim ancient messages of hope so all might
hear. They will courageously handle and tend to the slippery and slithery sins of our
society without being bitten by them. They will ingest the bitter truths of our world
without being destroyed by them. They will extend healing hands to tend to the wounds
of others. Do I fit this description?

Spirit-laden, may we all work together to continue the good work of Jesus.

Kyle Lierk, http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/051715-Ascension.html
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IN THE DIOCESE

Women’s Day Retreat
On Wednesday, May 20 at Villa Saint-Martin (9451 Gouin Blvd. West, Pierrefonds).
Registration begins at 9:15am. Presentations by Sr. Pat O’Neill, SNJM. The day will include
music, quiet time for personal reflection and prayer, Eucharistic celebration, sharing for those
who wish to participate. ALL. women welcome. Please bring a lunch. Coffee and tea provided.
Suggested donation of $15. Contact 514-684-1290.
St. Monica Parish: The Wonder of God in the Unfolding Universe
All are welcome at our spring retreat The Sacrament of Creation with Sr. Mary-Ellen Francoeur.
The tremendous advances in science and technology over the last century have allowed us to
understand the universe in a whole new way. Join us on Saturday, May 23 from gam-12:30pm
(6405 de Terrebonne St., Montreal) for a sacred time away to explore how this new
understanding of the universe invites us to experience God in new ways. Please register by May
20. Contact Anna at 514-481-0267 x22 or anna.diodati@stmonica.ca.
The Other Side of Chaos: Trusting God When Life is Breaking Down
When life appears to be breaking down, we can become blind to God’s loving hand guiding us to
something new. Author Margaret Silf will present a workshop that will help us keep our eyes
fixed on the Lord, instead of straining back to the seeming comfort of our past. Friday, May 29,
7- 9 pm; Saturday, May 30, 9am -4 pm (please bring a lunch), followed by Sunday Vigil
Mass, from 4 - 5 pm; Sunday, May 31 9 am-12 pm at Loyola High School, 7272 Sherbrooke St. W.
Cost: $60. For more info. or to register, contact: The Ignatian Spirituality Centre 514-481-1064
or centre@ignatiancentremtl.ca.
Ville Marie Online
Your web source for news and information about the English-speaking Catholic community in
Montreal and beyond. Profiles, parish and diocesan events, commentary, theatre reviews and
more! Please visit VMO at http://www.villemarieonline.com/. VMO is looking for your stories,
your contribution! Contact the English Speaking Catholic Council (escc@bellnet.ca,
514-937-2301x256) for further information on how to contribute to VMO
Villa Saint-Martin: Retreat - Living God’s Dream
With author Margaret Silf from Sunday, May 31 to Friday, June 5 (9451 Gouin Blvd. West,
Pierrefonds). God has a dream! We will look at how this divine dream is revealing itself in our
own lives. We will explore some practical ways of discovering where God’s dream meets our own
desires and how we can live it out day by day using discernment. The retreat will be guided
throughout by the wisdom and practical tools of St. Ignatius of Loyola. No previous knowledge or
experience of Ignatian spirituality is required. Margaret Silf is the author of several books and is
passionate about making Christian spirituality accessible in everyday life. Cost is $475 for a room
with shared bathrooms and showers on each floor. Contact the office at 514-684-2311 x0 or
villasaintmartin@jesuites.org.

MASSES THIS WEEK

Saturday, May 16th 2015
(Acts 18: 23-28; John 16:23-28)
5:00 Katherine Burpee

by Hugh & Kathleen Quinlan

Sunday, May 17th 2015

Ascension of the Lord

(Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:17-23;
Mark 16:15-20)

Monday, May 18th 2015 No Mass
St. John I, pope
(Acts 19:1-8; John 16:29-33)

Tuesday, May 19th 2015
(Acts 20:17-27; John 17:1-11)
5:00 Denis Delaney by Carmen Conway

Wednesday, May 20th 2015

St. Bernardine of Siena

(Acts 20:28-38; John 17:11-19)

9:00 The Superales & Renomeron Families

Thursday, May 21st 2015

St. Eugéne de Mazenod,

St. Christopher Magallanes & Companions
(Acts 22:30, 23:6-11; John 17:20-26)

9:00 Mary Harty By the Ouellette Family

Friday, May 22nd 2015

St. Rita of Cascia

(Acts 24:27, 25:13-21; John 21:15-19)
9:00 Mario Villaroel by the Family

Saturday, May 23rd 2015
(Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; John 21:20-25)
5:00 Franz Paul Decker,

1% Anniversary of Death by the Parish

This week the Sanctuary lamp will burn
in memory of
Daniel Lopez by the Family

ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK

MONDAY 6:00 PM

Christian Meditation in the Choir room.
For information call 514-931-5536

WEDNESDAY
Mass for residents of Westmount Manor
Mass for residents of Place Kensington

THURSDAY  7:30 PM
Choir Practice in the Choir Room

SATURDAY 9:30AM

Confirmation Retreat &

Reconciliation in the Parish Room
and Church
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You are not forgotten

If you, or a loved one, are not able to come
to church, we would be happy to come to
you, have a little chat and bring you the
Lord in Holy Communion. Let us know by
calling the parish office (932-3131) and we
will get to you ASAP.



